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ANTHROPOLOGIC MISCELLANEA 

The Agamemnon of ^schylus. — On June 16 and 19, 1906, in the 
new Stadium of Harvard University the Agamemnon of ^schylus was 
given in Greek by students of the University. The rounded end of the 
Stadium, where was seated the audience, was separated from the remain- 
der by the scene representing the palace of the king at Argos. The 
effect aimed at was that of a Greek theater of the Fourth Century B. C. 
Before the portico of the palace, which was raised but a few inches from 
the ground, was the round orchestra for the chorus, who marched but did 
not dance. 

The color-scheme and polychromic decoration of the scene repre- 
sented perhaps all that both archeology and weathering suggest to the 
modern savant and traveler. 

The pronunciation of Greek used stood well the test of speech and 
singing ; the only possible exception was the diphthong so, which came 
perilously near degenerating, or disintegrating, into two sounds. 

The acting, and the enunciation and execution of the music were 
excellent. The composition of the music was a work of great cleverness, 
if not of very great talent. Given the strictest construction of Greek 
meter, allowing little but simple 2- and 3-timed rhythms, given a chorus 
of men's voices alone and an unyielding impression of melancholy to 
produce with them, given an orchestra of clarinets, bass-clarinet, and 
bassoon alone as accompaniment, Mr Ellerton Lodge, the composer, yet 
achieved dignity and variety and above all an effect that should not 
be made ridiculous by the towering solemnity of the awful tragedy itself. 
Avoiding the pitfalls of an archeological following of the Greek ' ' modes, ' ' 
Mr Lodge yet introduced a certain haunting effect into the melodies that 
cannot have been far removed from the original. The absolute lack of 
the 4-measured repeated phrasing of Frage und Antwort was a delight to 
the modern ear and a lesson to the modern composer who thus far has 
failed to realize the undeveloped capacity for rhythm of the human mind. 

As an archeological reproduction the rendering of the Agamemnon 
was noteworthy, and the profound impressiveness created by it only 
proved once more the essential sameness of the human dramatic appre- 
ciation independent of time and place. C. Peabody. 
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Recent Researches by the University of California. — During the 
field season of 1906 the Department of Anthropology of the University 
of California carried on the following investigations in connection vi^ith 
the Ethnological and Archaeological Survey of the State. Dr A. L. 
Kroeber made ethnological studies among the Yurok, Yokuts, and Mohave 
Indians. Dr P. E. Goddard investigated the little-known and almost 
extinct Athapascan groups situated between the Hupa and the Wailaki. 
Mr S. A. Barrett studied the Pomo and Miwok Indians. Dr R. B. Dixon 
investigated the ethnology and particularly the language of the Chimariko, 
who although now reduced to only four survivors constitute an entirely 
distinct linguistic stock. Miss Constance Goddard DuBois collected in- 
formation among the Mission Indians, particularly in regard to the cere- 
monies and myths of the Luisefios. Dr J. C. Merriam, with the assis- 
tance of Messrs E. L. Furlong, N. C. Nelson, and A. V. Wepfer, did 
reconnoissance work in several caves in Shasta county in continuation of 
previous researches bearing on the antiquity of man, and systematically 
explored two shell-mounds on San Francisco bay. Mr Joseph Peterson 
made archeological investigations in eastern Arizona. In continua- 
tion and development of the researches of the late Dr Washington 
Matthews, whose notes and manuscripts are in the keeping of the Uni- 
versity, Dr Goddard also conducted studies among the Navaho and 
Apache. 

The American Ethnological Society of New York is about to begin 
a series of publications which is to contain authentic material collected 
among native tribes of America. The volumes are to appear at irregular 
intervals. Notwithstanding the large amount of work that has been done 
in American ethnology, comparatively little material has been collected 
regarding the customs, beliefs, and ideas of the natives, in their own 
words. Most of our collections have been obtained indirectly through 
the assistance of interpreters, or are discussions of information collected 
from individuals more or less familiar with English or with the trade jar- 
gon. Knowledge possessed by the Indians is of great importance as well 
to the ethnologist as to the student of the early history of the American 
continent. For this reason authentic records of information given by the 
Indians seem to be of prime importance for a thorough study of these 
subjects. The American Ethnological Society, in beginning its series of 
pubUcations, is desirous of collecting and preserving for future use such 
records, and it is hoped that this undertaking will meet with the support 
of the public. The following volumes are in preparation, and will be 
published by E. J. Brill, of Leiden, Netherlands : 
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Vol. I. William Jones, Ph.D., Research Assistant, Carnegie Institution : 
Fox Texts. A collection of historical tales, myths, and accounts of per- 
sonal religious experiences collected among the Fox Indians, a branch of 
the Algonquian stock. Recorded in original text, and published with 
translations. (In press.) 

Vol. II. Edward Sapir : The Upper Chinook. An account of the Chinook 
Indians of upper Columbia river, and a collection of myths and personal 
accounts. Original texts and translations. (In press.) 

Vol. III. Roland B. Dixon, Ph.D., Professor of Anthropology, Harvard 
University : Myths of the Maidu Indians of California. 

Vol. IV. Franz Boas, Ph.D., Professor of Anthropology, Columbia Uni- 
versity : Myths of the Tsimshian Indians of British Columbia. 

Vol. V. Roland B. Dixon, Ph.D., Professor of Anthropology, Harvard 
University : Myths of the Shasta Indians of Northern California. 

It is hoped that the following collections also will be published at an 
early date : 

Livingston Farrand, M.D., Professor of Anthropology, Columbia Univer- 
sity : The Alsea Indians of Oregon. 
H. H. St Clair, 2d: Texts collected among the Coos Indians of Oregon. 

The price will be approximately ^2.00 for a volume of 300 pages, 
and proportionately for larger or smaller volumes. It is hoped to bring 
out about two volumes a year. Communications may be addressed to 
Mr Harlan I. Smith, Corresponding Secretary of the American Ethnolog- 
ical Society, American Museum of Natural History, New York City. 

Virginia Manuscripts. — The Department of Archives and History 
of the Virginia State Library, in charge of Mr John P. Kennedy, state 
librarian, has recently issued a most valuable Calendar of Transcripts and 
Other Historical Manuscripts in possession of the department. The work 
of classifying and cataloguing the material has been in progress about five 
years, with the result that more than 177,000 documents are now readily 
available in a series of more than 3,500 uniform labeled boxes. Special 
acknowledgment is made of the services of Mr Andrew C. McLaughlin 
and assistants of the Carnegie Institution of Washington in the listing of 
Virginia manuscripts in the London Record Office. The collection is 
particularly rich in material on the land claims, wars, treaties, and gen- 
eral governmental relations of the early Indian tribes. 

James Mooney. 

German Anthropological Societies. — The Thirty-eighth general meet- 
ing of the German Anthropological Societies and the Fifth joint meeting 
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of the Anthropological Societies of Germany and Austria will be held at 
Cologne in August, 1907. It is proposed to make of this meeting an 
international congress by bringing together the most celebrated anthro- 
pological societies and investigators of all lands. The Cologne Anthro- 
pological Society extends an invitation to all American anthropologists 
and institutions interested in anthropology, to be present at the congress, 
and assures those who contemplate attending that their stay in the old 
city of Cologne on the Rhine will never be forgotten. The Society will 
soon issue a program of the proceedings ; meanwhile it announces that the 
greatest possible amount of time during the meeting will be devoted to 
the eolithic question. After the congress an excursion of two or three 
weeks in the Netherlands and France in all probability will be given, 
during which the places of greatest interest from an anthropological point 
of view will receive especial attention. If, however, visitors should prefer 
to make a tour of Germany, the Societies will consider the possibility of 
carrying out any proposals to that end that it may receive. Communica- 
tions may be addressed to the Cologne Anthropological Society (C. 
Rademacher, Rektor), Zugweg 44, Cologne, Germany. 

Monsieur Edouard Piette, the well known writer on prehistoric 
archeology, died at the Chateau de la Cour des Pres (Rumigny, Ar- 
dennes), June 5th, 1906, in his 80th year. Four years ago Judge Piette 
gave his incomparable collection, chiefly from the caverns of southern 
France, to the Musee des Antiquit6s nationales at St Germain-en-Laye, 
near Paris. 

According to the London Times an opinion has been widely ex- 
pressed, both in Oxford and elsewhere, that the services rendered to 
archeology by Dr Arthur John Evans should be commemorated by a por- 
trait to be deposited in the Ashmolean Museum, of which for nearly a 
quarter of a century he has been keeper. The discoveries at Knossos 
are alone more than sufficient to justify this step ; but Dr Evans' achieve- 
ments as a numismatist, historian, and traveler have also earned for him 
the admiration of scholars. It is felt, moreover, that no more appropriate 
place for a memorial of him could be selected than the institution which 
has been raised, in the period during which he has presided over it, and 
mainly as the result of his energy, generosity and tact, to a place in the 
front rank among European museums. A committee, of which Dr 
G. A. Macmillan (St Martin's street, London, W. C.) is the honorary 
treasurer, has been formed to promote the object in view. The portrait 
will be painted by Sir W. B. Richmond, and a reproduction in photo- 
gravure will be sent to every subscriber. 



ANTHROPOLOGIC MISCELLANEA 609 

A COURSE of illustrated lectures on " The Logical Evolution of Indus- 
tries ' ' will be given by Mr Harlan I. Smith, of the American Museum of 
Natural History of New York, to the normal domestic art students at Pratt 
Institute, Brooklyn, during the school year 1906-07. The purpose of 
the course is to acquaint these prospective teachers of handwork, with 
primitive arts and tools, that they may more adequately instruct ele- 
mentary school children in the simple forms of the industrial processes of 
modern life. The students will prepare for these weekly lectures by 
a course of reading in the anthropological journals and in books on primi- 
tive peoples recommended by the lecturer. Essays on special topics will 
be prepared by the students from this reading and the lecture material, 
so that the value of the lecture course will be strengthened through in- 
dividual student work. 

The senate of London University has received from Mr Martin 
White two further donations — one to provide a salary of ;^2oo a year 
for Dr Edward Westermarck, university lecturer in sociology, for a further 
period of five years, the other an additional sum of ;!^7oo for the estab- 
lishment for five years of two scholarships a year, each of the annual value 
of ;^35 and tenable for two years. In connection with Mr White's bene- 
faction, special courses will be delivered during the session 1906-07, on 
ethnology by Dr A. C. Haddon, F.R.S., and on psychology by Dr 
J. W. Slaughter, Ph.D. (Clark). 

Rev. S. p. Verner, who has recently returned from Africa, desires 
in these pages to disavow the sensational statements that have recently 
appeared in the public press respecting the African pygmy and Mr Verner' s 
late expedition. Men of science have grown accustomed to such news- 
paper accounts of alleged discoveries and have learned to disregard them ; 
others are requested to take no account of the stories alluded to, but to 
await an announcement which Mr Verner promises to make regarding his 
expedition, in a forthcoming issue of the American Anthropologist. 

A NEW museum is to be built on Audubon Park Terrace, issth St., 
west of Broadway, New York, for the American Numismatic and Archaeo- 
logical Society, of which Mr Archer M. Huntington is president. The 
edifice will be 39.8 feet front and 63.3 feet deep, of concrete construc- 
tion. It will be three stories in the classic style, with Ionic columns. 
The main floor and the second story will be devoted to the library, the 
meeting halls, and exhibition galleries. The building is to cost ^55,000. 

The first meeting of the California Branch of the American Folk- 
Lore Society during 1906-07 was held in South Hall, University of Call- 
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fornia, Berkeley, on September 11. Professor A. L. Kroeber spoke on 
' ' California Indian Myths and Songs, ' ' with illustrations on the grapho- 
phone. 

Dr J. Walter Fewkes, of the Bureau of American Ethnology, 
Washington, will spend the autumn and winter in archeological researches 
in Arizona. Mrs Matilda Coxe Stevenson, of the same Bureau, has been 
engaged since spring in studying the natives of the pueblo of Taos, 
northern New Mexico. 

We learn from Nature that the museum of the University of Otago, 
New Zealand, has been enriched by the gift of a large series of ethno- 
logical objects from Mr and Mrs James Mills. The collection, which 
consists chiefly of weapons, mostly Polynesian, was made about twenty- 
five years ago. 

Dr Alexander F. Chamberlain, of Clark University, will deliver 
the next course of popular scientific lectures at Weeks Institute, CJinton, 
Mass., on the first three Fridays of November, 1906. The subject is 
" The American Indians." 

The title of honorary curator has been conferred by the Cincinnati 
Museum Association on Mr Philip M. Hinkle, who has undertaken the 
care of its collections relating to American archeology. With him are 
associated Mr Frederick W. Hinkle and Dr G. B. Rhodes. 

Dr Karl von den Steinen has retired from an associate professor- 
ship of ethnology in the University of Berlin and the curatorship of the 
Museum of Ethnology in order to devote his attention to scientific explor- 
ation. 

At a meeting of the officers and council of the Norwegian Geo- 
graphical Society, in Christiania, on May 19, the gold medal of the 
Society was awarded to Dr Carl Lumholtz for his scientific explorations. 

We regret to announce the death, at Berlin, on July 19th, of Dr 
Albert Voss, director of the department of prehistorics in the Konigliches 
Museum fiir Volkerkunde. 

Professor Marshall H. Saville, of Columbia University and the 
American Museum of Natural History, has recently returned to New York 
after conducting explorations in Ecuador and Colombia during the summer. 

Invitations have been extended by the Ober-Biirgermeister of the 
city of Cologne, Germany, to attend the opening of the new Rauten- 
strauch-Foest Museums (Museum fur Volkerkunde) on November 12th. 



